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The refugees‘s issue in Europe
Europe and refugees have a long history:

• 1492: expulsion of Jewish people from Spain

• 1685: persecution of protestants (Huguenots) in France

• 1933-1945: persecution of Jewish, Roma, etc., under the Nazi regime

• 1939: persecution of Republicans in Spain

• 1940: Exodus of Belgium and French people

• 1945: the Iron Curtain: 60 Million refugees

• 1956: persecution of Democrats in Hungary

• 1962: repatriation of Algerian French (1 Million)

• 1968: persecution of Democrats in Czechoslovakia

• 1991: victims of ethnic purge in Yugoslavia
(Translated into English and updated from L’Europe et la crise

des réfugiés, European Commission, DG Communication)



EU Immigration Policy
• Background: Tampere European Council 1999

• Political Progress
A. The European Pact on Immigration and Asylum (2008)
B. The Stockholm Programme – An Open and Secure Europe Serving and 

Protecting Citizens – 2010-2014 Action Plan
C. The Global Approach to Migration and Mobility (November 2011)

• EU Acquis on Immigration and Integration
1. Shared competences
2. EU Legal Instruments on Immigration: Directives & new proposals (Trilogue)
3. Fight against illegal immigration. Supporting Directives

• Unaccompanied Minors

• Immigrants‘ Integration: EU Agenda and Tools 

• European Migration Network, EU Immigration Portal, Migration 
Management Funding

(Source: EU Immigration Policy Outline)



Common EU Approach to Managing Immigration

• Immigration for the purpose of studies or research

• Immigration for the purpose of work

• Immigration for the purpose of family reunification

• No immigration without integration

• Tackling irregular immigration

• Dialogue and cooperation with non-EU countries

• EU funding to support the management of immigration

• A common approach to asylum

(Source: Migration and Asylum – Building an open and safe 
Europe, European Commission)
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Migration, Refuge and Asylum in the EU

• No  EU country can be left alone to address huge migratory 
pressure

• EU agenda on migration sets out internal and external 
policies involving all actors: MSs and institutions, int‘l orgs, 
civil society, …

• Structural limitations, but better managed collectively

• Attention to main „hotspots“ and relocation schemes 

• Financial support, including EU-Turkey agreement, Trust Fund 
for Syria, Humanitarian Aid and International Cooperation in 
third countries.
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Budget 
Trust Fund 
for
Refugees
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Strategic directions proposed by a consortium of 
EU foundations and think-tanks

a) Create political will to develop a forward-looking EU strategy
A1. Reflective capacities and strengthen dialogue between and within MSs
A2. Consolidate joint actions to build success stories
A3. Deliver on agreements to build trust

b) Develop coherent and fair mechanisms to better manage flows
B1. Improve stability and opportunities in the regions of origin
B2. Create safe passages and improve asylum processes
B3. Shares responsibilities across the EU

c) Promote work and education focused integration
C1. Apply a social investment perspective to integration
C2. Encourage and enable early employment and education
C3. Strengthen social belonging

d) Mobilise society to promote inclusivity
D1. Increase intercultural dialogue and respect
D2. Promote open, evidence-based dialogue
D3. Support bottom-up approaches

(Source: Vision Europe Summit, Building Common Ground: Towards strategic 

migration and refugee policies in Europe, Lisbon, 22 November 2016)
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Main proposal for citizens:
tolerance, understanding, trust, interculturality…

Thank you very much for your attention!
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